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chat his life-work lay not only in preventing European
and Japanese encroachments upon China's sove-
reignty, but in endeavouring to educate his country-
men to a clear understanding of the new forces,
which must inevitably uproot their tradition of
arrogant exclusiveness.

Before proceeding to the study of Li Hung-chang's
career it is also necessary to observe that his remark-
able clearness of vision and courage in dealing with
foreign affairs were frequently neutralised by his own
venality and nepotism in domestic politics. In these
matters he remained a typical product of his ante-
cedents. Throughout his long record of constructive
statesmanship the trail of China's old serpent of
corruption is clearly marked ; for forty years he
laboured with untiring energy to provide a modus
vivendi between China and the outside world, boldly
declaring to unwilling hearers the causes and results
of China's defenceless state; but never during all
those years did he attempt, either by precept or
example, to stem the chief source of her weakness,
the deep-rooted dishonesty of the mandarin class.
On the contrary, all his progressive measures of educa-
tional and administrative reform, his vast schemes for
the improvement of the country's defences, and his
many commercial and industrial undertakings, were
notoriously tainted with peculation and the greed of
unearned increment. In these matters his country-
men never judged him severely, the tradition of
venality in the public service being part of the
recognised established order of things; on the Con-
trary, the admiration which his career evoked and the
power which he wielded were largely du6 to the
adroitness of his methods of amassing and i